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into this particular form in order to give them more point
and force; and exactly the same thing may be said of the
lampoons. And therein lies the great difference between the
pasquinades of Sururf and the satires of Nefci; the later
poet is even coarser and grosser than the older, but he has
none of that venom which turned every one of the "Shafts
of Doom" into a poisoned arrow that rankled in its victim's
breast, so that, whereas Nefcf roused in those whom he
attacked a hatred to be quenched only in his blood, Sururf,
Vehbi and cAyni remained good comrades to the end. None
the less it is, as Ebu-z-Ziya Bey puts it, a matter for sincere
congratulation that contests such as that between Sururf and
Vehbf are no longer possible amongst men of letters.

It is worthy of note that several of Sururfs humorous
ghazels are comic 'parallels' to professedly serious ones that
occur in his Dfwan, having the same metre, rime, and redff
as these; and as these themselves are most often 'parallels'
to similar works of contemporary poets, those facetious
ghazels of Sururf may be looked upon as burlesques on the
whole series.

Sunirf's gift of humour made him a popular guest at many
great houses. In those times the jests and jokes of a humorist
like the poet were all, as the author recently quoted says,
that men had to fill the place of the comic papers of to-day.
And so Suriirf was an ever welcome addition to a party.
His appearance would be greeted with such questions as,
'Well, what is new with you to-day?* or lHave you had
another row with Sunbul-zade Vehbf?' and he, partly to
amuse the assembly, and partly because he himself enjoyed
a joke, would say something which would set the whole
company laughing.

But neither the buffoonery of Sururf nor his chronograms,
which were eagerly sought after by all manner of persons